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bulbs in the commercial setting. Due to their long-life, energy 
efficiency, brightness, colour consistency, and low maintenance 
requirements, LEDs are popular in a variety of outdoor and 
architectural venues, as well as iconic installations around the 
world (including the Toronto CN Tower, Buckingham Palace, 
and the Times Square New Year’s Eve Ball in New York City), 
and are currently ideal replacements for incandescent lamps in 
such applications as illuminated exit signs, traffic signals, and 
specialty arenas such as refrigerated displays. 

The focus of a great deal of investment and R&D by both 
lighting manufacturers and the government based on the 
promise they hold for significantly reducing global energy 
consumption, LEDs have been hailed by many experts as “the 
future of lighting.” They have recently begun to penetrate the 
broad range of general lighting applications, as the market now 
offers a range of LED retrofit products that represent high-
efficiency replacements for incandescent and halogen technol-
ogy in a variety of applications that call for accent and ambient 
lighting.

Ceramic metal halide systems
Compared to other HID systems, ceramic metal halide 
lamps last longer and offer improved colour rendering and 
colour stability over lamp life. They are highly efficient and 
cost-effective, especially when coupled with electronic bal-
last technology. Based on their outstanding performance and 
energy-efficiency, compact low-wattage ceramic metal halide 
lamps have become a popular alternative to halogen sources in 
a variety of retail and hospitality settings.

Ceramic metal halide lamps are also available for those 
higher-wattage indoor and outdoor applications requiring high 
quality white light in greater quantities. In addition to offering 
high lumen maintenance, excellent colour rendering, and long 
life, medium wattage ceramic metal halide lamps incorporat-
ing dimming capabilities deliver outstanding energy efficiency 
and lumens per watt over the life of the lamp within a variety 
of outdoor floodlighting, high-bay retail applications, and pub-
lic venues.

These exciting new energy-efficient technologies support 
sustainable design and can be part of an overall high-
efficiency lighting system that may help end users meet 
local energy codes or help achieve a higher level of sus-
tainable certification.

Through the availability of the aforementioned high-
performing and energy efficient lighting upgrade options 
along with government rebates and legislation incentiv-
izing the use of more sustainable lighting technology, there 
has never been a better time to reduce your energy and main-
tenance costs and improve your facility’s lighting quality and 
ambiance. If you have ever questioned the impact that a light-
ing upgrade could have on your organization’s bottom line, 
consider this: If your company’s net income as a percentage of 
sales is 5 percent, saving $5,000 per year on energy costs is the 
equivalent of an increase of $100,000 in top-line sales. Don’t 
wait to capitalize on the benefits that an energy-efficient light-
ing upgrade can offer your facility.  
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